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1 Advertiſement. 


* 


8 the profeſſed deſign of pub- 


- liſhing this fermon, is to in- 


form the benevolent of the flate of 


Mr. HART's family, they are deſired 
to take notice that Mr. HART has 


left a widow and fre children entirely 


unprovided for, except the ſi ubſerip- 
tion lately made for himſelf, and — 


for his family. 


The widow hw been for ſome 


| months i in a bad ſtate of health, and 


is now incapable of doing any thing. 


Four of the children are unable to 
get their living, VIZ. 


a A * 


6 


= 35 of fourteen, almoſt Quid 
6 epileptic _— | 


- Two boys, one ak the other 


ten years old, and an infant of ſix- 


teen months. 


Subſcriptions for Mr. HAR T 's 


family will be thankfully received by 


the following gentlemen ; 


Dr. Ford, No. 25, Old Jewry, 5 
5 Cheaphde ; ; 


Mr. Joſs, Well Yard, Little 2 - 


SY Abington, Beauford 8 Build- 
ings, Strand; 3 2 


Who are appointed Truſtees to his | 
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7 HE great abuſe of funeral diſcourſes, 

' having given many ſober, honeſt, and 
well-meaning people, ſuch a diſlike to that fort 
of ſolemnity, that ſome of them are ready to 
Jo. we are weary of bearing ſucb frothy 


orations, as uſually are made on ſuch occa- 


1 fions ; ; and therefore think proper to leave 


them to injudicious and light-minded per ſos 
to attend them ; and ſo much the more, (per- 
haps) becauſe it may be, they have been told by 
Some, that it is no ſcriptural practice; but 
| that it is originally heatheniſh; and was 
firſt introduced by proud and wicked men; 
uch as heathen emperours, kings, and generals 
of armies ; who (as it was well known to the 
a2 generation 
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men ; yet, to make the common people — 
they ſhould be tranſlated to heaven (that 1s to 
ſay, among the gods) left money to certain 
orators, to preach* the people into a belief 
that for their feigned virtues, while tbeir 
bodies were burning on the fiery pile, their fouls 
were aſcending up in that flame to heaven. 


And the orator, in the mean time, uſed to 


tell as many fine ſmooth ſlories of the deceaſed, 
as be could arifully invent; and many ſuch 


things, tov numerous to repeat in this place. 
How much of this is true let them who are read 55 


in heathen-ftory judge: But het her Fai Ie or 
irue, Tam forry to ſay, too much of this is prace 
tiſed in our proteſtant nation; and that from 


ſome of the ſame motives, it is to be feared; 
for a ſum of money. But nevertheleſs, this 
4 vill not overthrow the pious practire of 


4 public lamentation, for our godly departed 


Friends; (eſpecially miniſters) and to make a ſober, 
grave 7 ebearſal of their faith and pructice, 


in order to flir up others thereby, to follow 


_ their 2 examples; and tread in their feps, 


And further, as this may be a meuns in 
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the band. of God, to comfort. the relative. 
mour ners of the deceaſed; together with the 
church, of "which they are apart ; who can 10 
more toſo a beloved friend, without: ſorrow, than 
à buman body can a member without pain, | 
fey, ro ive up. fuch. a profitable practice, be- 
Wiſe fhomeſully abuſed by ſome, we may as well, 
| bythe ſame parity of reaſon, caſh away our faith; 
becauſe it is ſo much abuſed: by libertines and 
hypocrites. What though we differ a little from. 
our forefathers in the ſolemmiy, will it follow 
there is no ſcripture to ſupport ſuch a thing 2 
Did not David, the king, preach Fonathan's 
funeral ſermon, when he fell down flain an 
mount Gilboa ? neither did he leave out. Saul, 
his implacable father, but. gave him the honours 
due to his ſanord, as a valiant man; and more: 
over, commanded the daughters of Iſrael" ta 
werp for bim. Did not David, at another 
Hime, when mourning for that great general 
'  Ybner, follow the bier to the grave weeping 8 
and cloſed bis meving ſentences on that occaſion 
with this ſolemn expreſſion, that this day is a 
prince, aud great man fallen in Iſrael. ' Shall 
David mourn publicly: for the. heſs of a-martial 
general, and ſhall not we mourn. in like manner 


EH 
for the bo ofs of a general of the Lord's bot? One 
who fought bis maſter's battles valiantly, againſt. © 
thoſe gigantic errors, which daily wound and, 
grieve the church of Cbriſt. What was it leſs 
than Tabitha's funeral; when the wwidows (ber. 
weeping friends) brought the coats and garments, 
which ſhe had made for the poor, and ſhewed them 
t Peter and all that avere with him? And hath, 
not our dear departed friend, been made an AY 
Atrument in the hand of 0 God for ſeveral years, to 
bring out of the magazine of Jeſus Chriſt, chaths 
for the naked, food for the hungry, phyfic for the. 
fcb, and a ſharp: rod for") the. want te and 

impenitently wicked. 

In à word; may I not a5 Fe ted 70 Fun 
that the glorious ordinance of the ſupper of 
the Lord, hath ſome reſemblante of a mournful 

funeral ſermon ;, ſhewing forth his dying love? 
together with the other great deſigns of that in- 
fiitution, in which glorious ordinance, our dear 
d-parted friend, was known to have much of the 
power, and preſence of the dear Lord Jeſus. 
It is true, our brother was a ſingular man: 
but it ſeems, God had fingular work for him to 
do; and that bis labour hath not been in vain in 
the Lord, thouſands of ſouls in this kingdom are 


aun witneſer. . His 28 „„ mple, but experi- 
| mental 


| 

mental and comfortable hymns, have been a means 
of. refreſhing and © ſtrengthenin 8 the ſouls of 
many, who" have been ready to give up all ſoul- 
affairs for loft; and many poor prodigals, who 
bave long fed on buſts, and have been almoſt 


* Aar ved, have ventured with him, to ariſe and | 


go to their father; and ſay, father, I have 
finned againſt heaven, and in thy fight, and am 
no. more worthy to be called thy ſon ; and with 
Him have received their father's kiſs ; and have 
bad their poor wwandring feet ſhod with the 
 goſpel-ſhoes ;\ and the. beſt robe (even: that. of 
Chrift's righteouſneſs) put on them; and on 
the right band of their A the Ws of mm 
lain Love. | 
I have thought ſometimes that as he Was wk 
Abd of God, therefore be gave him a poetical 
turn, to pleaſe him in his ſolitary path; 
'- and; though he never made a.. profeſſion of 
that art, yet I doubt not, but when God ſhall 
make up the grand concert, he will be found 
among the ſweet fingers of Iſrael. It is true, 
it was his lot in the days of bis pilgrimage, to 
fing chiefly the baſs ; but thoſe who are ſrilled 
in muſic tell us, that it is the ground-work of 
that ſcience. 
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Ts be fure bis oritings. are but few (ben py 
ee with thoſe of other. eminent er- 
wants of God) but then, it muſt be obſerved, 
| that he had his livelihood to get at his civil 
calling; which was that of teaching the learned 
languages; and writing much in that way; well 
knowing, that it it the duty of every man, to 
work with his hands or bis mind (if need be) 
for the ſupport of his family, being taught: by © 
the word of truth, that be why mas work 


nigh not eat. 

As to any e ther 4 may om 
to: have difeovered (either in his writings of 
preaching ) I ſhall make no other apology far 

them than what the great apoſtle St. Paul haz 
made; who ſays, that we (even apofiles ) 
know but in part ; and prophecy but in part ; 
but when that which is perfect is come, then 
that. which is in part ſball be done away. 
Even ſo, come Lord Teſus, come gaickly, | 
which is the earneſt prayer, of a att un 
be ee 9 ye 1 1 : R 
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Was now. ready to be offer cred, and that ihe 


1 PRA 


time of bis departure was at hand, For 


2 A Tomy 8 


thou ah he was delivered the firſt time out 
of. the mouth of the li n Nero,, yet "the 
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he endeavours to imp rov 1 that letle., re clpite 


allow wed bim _ his 


ſeveral, Epiſtles, to the c churches, among 
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whom þ he had e preachi ng, in order to 
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his two er to his beloved fon 'T, mary 


in the faith, fem, intended ta direct him 
into the plan and government of a goſpel- 


church; together With ſeveral prophecibs 
of the dreadfal errors t — — = 


N 


E255 of FOI: 5 of 7 wit and he 
| being as yet 155 t. t. yo bung, he writes this "laſt 


4 


epiſtle to him, as 4. directory for His fatüre 


conduct; ; well knowing that he would need 
as well the wiſdom. of the ſerpent, as A the 


© harmlefſncſs of the doe. And, a 
other things, he ſeems. to infinuate to 771 


mothy, in the words of our text, what he 


muſt expect if he continued to his life” $ 
end a preacher o f ſound dodifine. But to 


N comfort him i in ſo doing, he lets him know 


that. the Lord Jeſus would ſurely reward 
bim in the end with a crown of ' righteo uſ- 


bels; and not o h gly him , but all thoſe "that 


2 


love and wait for FW appearing. 2 He, 


I 926 1 J. 


moreover, lets him know Yon 1 | das "Y 
wk + WM 143 TY 2 * 2 1 on TH 
1 | ; 5 "Sage | 
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mit came 


gh 15 11 7 
5 ole hog en of eren — had aalen 
- d e Nags; ;t mary that We 
5 paſs e he ſlicaldinot be ſtartled 
dt it. For | Timithy' being as yet but la 
young overſeer of a church of Chriſt; and 
he well knowing his own fincerity in the 
eauſe of Chriſt, and perhaps the love of his 
maſter burning an his heart, (as appears by 
every one like himſelf; but of this . the 
N e beware} fortall ment Have 
not faith, (that p ver love)ino; nor all 
pftofeſſors; for it is plain; that many of 
e neither fight the good fight, nor 
finiſh their n neither do hey keep 
che faith: N l at fl 1007 arts 51 
Thus much by way of ander to a 
further enlargement on the words under 
conſideration: I ſhall now come to ſpeak 
to the words themſelves: : In the opening 
of which (according to the order in which 
they lay) I ſhall firſt! of all endeavour to 
ſhew, What is to be underſtood by a good 
fight. Secondly, When it may be ſaid a 
1 88 has finiſhed his courſe. Thirdly, 
it WS What 
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The is not * fighting of Chet 

brother againſt brother, abont things in no 

miſe eſſontial to ſalvation, is plain from the 

2 o en ; who: ſays, Happy is 
nde not himſelf in 


the . ch he alloweth. E: And, more: L 


11 Chriſtians! muſt never love the bre- 
eee ſee with their eyes, in all 
points of religion; that glorious grace f 
love will have but very little buſineſs to do 
in the church of Chriſt on earth; and 1m 
ſure, to give liberty to ſuch 2 and ſel- 
i r i fiſh 
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e eee ADS SH i RS es” e 


5 ; 5 "F ry 4 ge 
e e ING bench Pere ati | 
are Obriſtias men ino the world the evi 
tendeneꝝ of which our dear departed brother 
clearly m and, ſtiſiy oppoſech it in bis 
preaching : for it is well known; that it is 

almaſt as Bard a ching to find two, Chris 
tans alike in all things, as it is to find twe 
ſchisgs exattly alike in nature. Belides, tho 
 oniptyre: has largely provided. relief for us, 
in theſe our dark conceptions ofithe mind of 
Sad containet therein : by, telling che beſt 
off us all, that we ſex but through. a glaG , 
darklyiz.; and that our knowledge, though 
deoer ſo keen, is hut in part; and that out 
diraphecy is but in part alſo; and, until that 
which is perſect is come, (and which, I 


thinks, will not be till the Lord comes him- 


ſelf) is aur duty to bear one dere f 
berker, and ſo. fulfil the law, of Chriſt... / 
© -  Pbgle things, welb conſidered, may * | 
__ $6\ſhew;.that tb aghting inirages 
eee e 


©2 bene * 281 rde 
5 Seeed. Neher is it * 5 5 4 
the e af God againſt. their. miniſters | 


[7 bbecauſe 


| (becauſe of their own barrenneſs under eit 
miniſtry) to be thought to be it: me ue 
of which is found to have very bad Aen- 
| dency; for we are rid mont tblerated tel re- 
| = bel againſt che mint TY; Ne 
miniſter preaches | ſound doctrine, ſupport 
by che e 2 than We are "to rebel 


* 2 * 
A =Þ Fr 


, . Werd bis "ou de dt — 
= ow him that ſent me? 22125 110 91593 nt 
Some pecviſh Chriftians behave tos their | 
{ miniſters, much like Rachelrto Jacob who - 
6 cried give me children or elſe I dies whereas 
her huſband anſwere her prodently, 2 by 
ſaying, © Am I in the place of God ? Ant 
jf Rachel had not taken a bett. A eobrſel il 
thus to grieve her huſband, ſhe might (for 
ve gone chilleſs'ts | 


any thing T can fee)” h: 
her grave. But, upon diſcovering of "orf6r 
ſhe found ſhe muſt take another r r method: 
that is to ſay, fervent prayer to God; if ſhe 
ſhould be fruitful ; and fo ſhe did; for! the 
word expreſſly ſays, that «© God hearkened to 
Her, and opened her womb: which ratio- - 
nally implies, that ſhe had made hier * 


> 


0 


1 1 25 1. 4 5 
| 10 l 6 bn be like e would com- 
5 —_ to all Who, Ms Rachel. AF peeriſh, 
barren Chriſtians. n 
wi hicdly, and.laſtly. 1 is norehe fehting 
of \Chriftians (eſpecially, Proteſtant. Chriſ- 
tians) againſt the government they. live 
IT to obtain, (as the ey fondly dream) a 
fancied liberty; which thing, if they had 
it, if i it were nat given them of Gad, would 
prove hut a curſe to them and not A bleſ- 
ing. And that God will give liberty to 
any people, to deſtroy his own. ordinances, 
till better are providec by himſelf for them, 
can never be proved from ſcripture which 
ought to be the true Chriſtians guide ! in all 
v things „neither will right reaſon, . in pay 
man, dare to make ſuch a motion, + 
wid know the great apoſtle Paul, gives =o 
fanGion, to civil powers, that he fays, who- 
0 reſiſteth them p reliſteth. the ordinance 
f God j and ſhall receive. to themſelyes 
FAtmaation, 
| a If any ſhould ſay, they mos 1 Would 
8 introduce ſuch diſcourſe 1 In a funeral ſermon, 
1 anſwer, chat 1 find myſelf under. a neceſ- 


fity ſo to do; and that for two reaſons. 
Fiſt, 


9 Fi 


. 
n i, a ininiſteriof- Jeſu 6 


maker and not a neuter; ; 2 5 BP +} Rn | 


pe brother without it; for I am told, 
by thoſe who viſited him in his illneſs, that 


* 


55 ſhould "ſay, | the tumults which u 
abroad in the land had a wrathful- aſpe@/in 
| them; and iat the) ey grieved him to the heart. 
Therefore as 5 6 ſee a numerous audience 
around me, 1 hope a ſhort word of admo- 
'nition, to fach' as may have erred in his 
matter, (but by what” they have already 
heard may now ſee e better) may n not be bt 
Labour. | of we: 37 2929 

- Dear Chriſtian eie : If there be "any © 
tw amon gt" us, that have been fotnenters 
of riotous tumults, let me here intreat you 
for the Lord's lake, to do ſo no more: for 
"  Ehriſtians that fear God, Have a better way 
of righting themſelves, if wronged; khan to 


fly in tug face of government wk" hath 


vlaſphemies!” They know ir is their duty to 
= their | caſe before the Lo fd,” "hs 4 
King « 5 Kibge, aud Lord of Lv mY 
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* hg holds the reine of government pg 
out the whole earth in his own hands. 


| Therefore, O Chriſtian ! if thou wouldſt 


be of any ſervice to thy brethren and coun- 


trymen, in this calamitous time of dearth, 
make it a matter of earneſt prayer ; and 


ceaſe not until thou haſt found the good | 


effects of it. I thought it my duty to drop 
| theſe few words in ſo ſuitable a place; and, 
1 hope, the Lord will give his bleſſing to 


them. 

1 # ſhall. in the next place (as God ſhall 
help me) endeavour to ſhew poſitively, in 
few words, what is the good fight, and who 
are the n engaged therein. 


And; firſt of all, I judge it the ſafeſt way 


in all our ſearches, into the ſenſe of the 
ſcriptures, to let the inſpired writers, whether 
prophets or apoſtles, expound themſelves 
and, in ſo doing, there is no call for us 
to go any farther than our apoſtle's firſt 
epiſtle to Timothy, vi. 12. in which, among 


other things, he charges him to fight the good 


fight of faith, in order to lay hold of eter- 
nal life. Here then we fix the ſenſe accord- 
© ; 
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15 ing to the apoſtle's own words; nor are we 


| loves, he loves unto the end: but the ways 


1 2 7 


under any neceflity to ſearch for a better, 


ſeeing it Is not poſſible to obtain it. 


In the next place, it remains to ſhew, what 


this faith is, whence it comes, and who are 


its advefſaries. 
It is known to all who * TR believe 


the ſeriptures, that the precious faith, by 


which we ate converted, is not a natural. 
principle; but comes from above; and. 


is the free gift of God alone to. them 


an whom he is pleaſed to beſtow it. Now, 
when this precious gift of faith is given to 
any ſul; that ſoul, together with this. 
faith, receives the fpirit of Chtiſt; for 


theſe two are inſeparable ; ſo that if you 
have faith, you have Chriſt in you; and if 
you have the ſpirit of Chtiſt, you cannot be 
without faith : and as the human nature of 
Chriſt receives all its power from the God-= 
head being united to it; ſo faith. receives alt 


its power from Chriſt being united to tlie 


believer 'by the bands of everlaſting love, 


never to be broken; for when Chriſt 


14 which God 0 this: henyenily treaſure 
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imo the ſou are different; as alſo the times 
of life in which it is received. Sometimes the 

Lord gives it to children in early life as to 
Samuel and others: ſometimes to. thoſe of 
Tiper: years; and ſometimes to thoke of grey 
hairs: but to wWhomſoever he gives it, we are 
alſurad both by {criptare and experience, that 
it cauſeth both war and peace in that ſoul. 
Wer with every thing that will not fubmit 
&o be obedient ta Chriſt, the eternal Son of 
God, as rovealed in his word; and peace to 
thoſe who are made to ſubmit to his govern- 
ment: andallother. peace which any of the ſons 
and daughters of {dam ſeem to enjoy, ſhort 
of that which Chriſt gives by faith in himſelf, 
is but a deluſion ; and ſo will certainly prove 
n the end; either in the hour of death, or 
at the laſt eternal judgment. And that theſe 
were our deceaſed brother's principles will 
clearly appear by his writings; together with 
the teſtimony of many witneſſes, who have 
reaſon to bleſs God that they were taught by 
His miniſtry to conceive af divine things in 
this light. 
New the natural man (for 5 we all 


are before conyerſion) being fallen from God , 
21:35 „ there 


16) : 


there is not one power or faculty of his ſoul but 
Pa hat is at enmity with him; though man in 
his natural ſtate perceives it not. And as faith 
(which is now ſuppoſed - to be in the ſoul, 
and. is always at peace with God) meets 
with every thing in the ſoul oppoſite to it- 
ſelf; from hence ariſes the war; which will 
never ceaſe till all the rational powers are 
found obedient to it. For reaſon, however 
TH valuable i in the direction of moral actions, can 
18 never be in true fellowſhip with God, till ijt 
| [ ſubmits to, conceives of, and worſhips God 
1 | accordin g to the dictates of this divine prin- 
| ciple ; which is Chriſt dwelling and ruling'3 in 
our hearts by faith; and as it ever wars and 
ſtrives for the maſtery in that little world 
the ſoul and body of a child of God; ſo it 
ever fights with whatever is oppoſite to it 
in the outward and viſible world; except 
when foiled by ſin, and, overcome by temp- 
tations, which was for ſometime the un- 
happy lot of our poor departed brother, 
But he that hath ſaid, all things ſhall 
work together for good to them that 
love God, ſo ordered it, that it was a means 
of king him . the ſuper- ahundant 
grace 
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rade of God, expetimentally wiſe: ab 8 
humble. Tlie like effect it had on Solomim 
of old; who, though he had the greateſt 
ſtock of infuſed wiſdom of any man living, 
yet it was not made perfect in him (neither 
can it in any fallen. creature) unleſs c- 
perimental wiſdom be added to it; for We 
are told, our Lord Jeſus Kimfelf- was made 
Perfect by the things: which he ſuffered, 
though it was for the ſins of others. It k 
true, our poor:deceaſed brother, for a time, 
like Nebuchadnezzar,” ran wild with the 
beaſts of the field, till ſeven times had paſſed 
over him; yet his body was all the while 
wet with the dew of heaven, to keep him 
from being utterly conſumed in the fire of 
Fin; and his roots, like Nebuchadnezzars, 
were left in the earth with a band of iron 
and braſs, until his reaſon returned; and 
being ſubdued by faith, was made to ac- 
knowledge, that the moſt high God ru- 
leth in the kingdoms of men, and giveth 
an to whomſoever he will. 
It is, and hath been of old, the good 
ations; of God, for example' to others, 
oftentimes to expoſe 1 the ſins of his beloved 
R ſaints; 


* 
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Mints; and it is plain the thing is of God 3. 
For man left to himſelf would never do it: 
witneſs David, who ſtrove, to hide his fin, 

with all the: ſubtlety the devil. could 
help him to; and fo will every man, in 
_ God ſends ſome prophet to him, ig give 
aim ſpiritual phyſie, to bring him to 
repentance ; neither can he be cleared. f 
them any other way, to his foul's' comfort. 
For, though the natural man may think 
10 hide his fin,” with his body in tlie 
grave, yet the regenerate man knows from 
the word of God, it muſt not, nor can it 
he ſo. For he finds God will make bim 
vomit up his ſweet morſel of fins by reproy- 
ing, convicting and ſotting them in order 
before his eyes, Pfal. l. 21. For God, if 
he pleaſeth, can appear to us as tearing us 
in pieces, and none can deliyer. 
I come now to enquire, what may be 
ede by a child of God's finiſhing his 


What the courſe of the open prophane 
z, and what it tends to, the moral man 


Kees hg the light of nature; — 


ia). 


if biightened up by the light er the Elte 
ef the word of ttuth. What the coutſt of 
the ſelf- ſeeking formaliſt . and what it 
alfo tends to, tlre ſpiritual man ſees. by the 


light of the ſpirit of Chriſt ſhining in Him 


through the written word: but what the 
_ courſe of à ſpititual man is, none but God 
and the truly godly know. 


\ To treat of theſe things ſeparately with 


advantage, cannot be done at this time; ſo 


hall attempt only to ſpeak, as the Lord ſhall 
further help me, ſomething of the courſe of 


x man ordained by God to e the good 
_ of 8 79 
And firſt of fall, it is plain from tlic ſcrip- 
| tures and experience, that every man's 
Chriffian courſe is not alike; either for 
length, or painfulmeſs of travel: neither do 
all men proceed therein with the ſame ſpi⸗ 
ritual motion. Some are ſwift, others are 
flow y; nevertheleſs, every regenerate man 
ſhall ſurely finiſh his courſe before he leaves 
this world ; otherwiſe, the infinitely wits 


God (which is blaſphemy once to Conceive). 


th be ” with folly ; for he Hatft 
undertaken 
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| undertaken t9 be our guard and. guide. quits: 
through our, toilſome Ways 9d; to ſee us 
ſafe home. 


The 1 of our oth” ordained = 5 


him of God, was long, and exceeding 


rugged; for though the way of every Chriſ- 
tian be ſtrait, (which way is appointed) yet 


our path js ſometimes up, at other times 
down; ſometimes on the top of Piſgab, 


then down again into the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death. One day perhaps with Paul, 
as it were, in the third heavens, where We 
hear unſpeakable words of comfort, for the 
refreſhment of our ſouls; ; the next (it may 
be) we are down as low as hell ; buffeted by 


Satan, and hear unſpeakable words of blaſ- 
phemy and wickedneſs, not lawful for a 


man. to utter. for horribleneſs ; and all to 
try the ſtrength and truth of our faith, 
whether we will keep it, or let it go. 


For when the apoſtle ſays he had kept the 


faith, he intimates thereby, that it was as 
difficult a taſk as any he had to perform; 5 
well knowing, that the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil, all i in combination, were re- 


ſolved, if polls to rob him (as well as every 


— 
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Chtiſtian) of that precious jewel of faith; 
for if a child of God once lets go his faith, 
he then, like Sampſon horn of his locks, 
becomes weak and like another man. 

But O! for thy comfort, thou poor back- 
ſliding trembling ſoul, if thou findeſt in thy 
heart ſo much as a deſire to return home; 


thy God will make, like Sampſon's, thy hair 


to grow again ; and who can tell, but that 
with our dear departed brother; thou mayeſt 
be enabled to take vengeance on the Philiſ 
tines, thy corruptions, for the loſs of thy 
two eyes of faith and love; and farther, to 
lay thy hands on the two pillars of unbe- 
lief and pride, which ſupport Dagon's or 
the devil's temple, and lay them level with 
the duſt; neither will it be any diſhonour 
tothee, if, thy body by death ſhould becruſhed 
in the ruins thereof as Sampſon's was; and this 
is the way for a bac kſlider to fight the good 

fight, finiſh his courſe, and keep the faith, 
A word to you who have not fouly 
backſlidden, but have ſtood to your colours, 
ever ſince you took the king of heaven's 
bounty. I know you have reaſon to 
glory, but remember, that he who glorieth 
2 to glory only 1 in the Lord. Who 
D kept 


Pw 

kept thee where thou art, and what haſt 
thou, that thou haſt not received? That 
might have been thy lot through thy folly, 
which ſome of thy poor fooliſh brethren 

have plunged themſelves into.- 19 
Therefore, go not thau to the wp of 
thine houſe with David, to view the large 
dominions God hath given thee in thy obe- 
dient ſtate ; leſt thou ſmart for it in the end 
as he did. I tell thee it is much ſafer for 
thee to be in the camp, with the Lord's hoſt 
fighting his battles, than on the battlements 
of that ſumptuous Mg proud xt ; 
Perity. we 
Hath the Lord flain al thine enemies 
within thy borders, that is to fay, thy cor- 
ruptions? then look for Satan in an ange- 
lic form to tempt thee to be careleſs, and 
puff thee up with pride, and a vain conceit, 
that thou art got beyond the reach of dan- 
ger. But O! beware, beware; leſt ſubtil 
Satan cometh and findeth thee ſleeping ; and 
thus I leave thee with our Saviour's words, 
% What I fay to thee, I fay to all, watch.” 
-F ſuppoſe, by this time, ſome may be im- 
patient for the application ot this diſcourſe. 
in a funeral-way, relating to our dear de- 


— 
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parted brother; and here I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew, that our dear deceaſed brother had a 
right to the honour of ſuch a ſolemnity; but 
could have been heartily. glad, if ſome more 
worthy and able perſon had been e 
in this ſervice. . 


And firſt of all, it is well known, to 
many, that he came into the work of the 
miniſtry in much weakneſs and brokenneſs 
of ſoul; and labouring under many deep 
temptations, of a dreadful nature; for 
though the Lord was pleaſed to confirm 
him in his everlaſting love to his ſoul ; yet 
(to my knowledge) he was at times ſo left 

to the buffetings of Satan, for the trial of 
His faith, and to ſuch clouds and darkneſs 
on his ſoul, that he has been oftentimes 
obliged to preach to the church with ſenſe 
and reaſon flying in his own face; and his 
faith at the ſame time like a bruiſed reed; 

inſomuch that he has often done by the 
church, as the widow of Zarepthab did to 
the prophet Elijab, who made him a cake 
of that little ſhe had, when the herſelf 


ſeemed at the very point of ſtarving. There- 
| D 2 fore 


141 - 


fore for this, 0 ye ſaints of God; he has: 2 
17 to be remembered of you all. | 
In the ſecond place, he gave a proof of a 
the ſoundneſs of his faith, by the ſoundneſs 
of his repentance; openly confeſſing his 
fins to all the world, and forſaking them; 
and though he knew afſuredly that his fins 
were for ever pardoned, yet he was con- 
tented to ſtand in theporch of the houſe of 
the Lord all his days alone, bearing his 
ſhame; that others might learn to fear the 5 
Lord by the things which he ſuffered. There- 
fore for this, O ye ſaints of God, he has a 
right to be remembered of you all. 
Moreover, his undaunted courage in 
ſtoutly defending, with all his might, the 
peculiar doctrines of the goſpel, viz. the Trinity 
in unity; the electing love of God; the free 
juſtification of the ſinner by the imputation 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and ſalvation alone 
by his precious blood; the new birth and 
final perſeverence of the ſaints; always in- 
fiſting upon a life and converſation becoming 
the Goſpel; contending earneſtly for the 
faith once delivered to the ſaints; who 
were choſen to be holy, and without blame; 
11 3 0 before 
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before him in love; being watchful over 


you, as à ſhepherd over his flock, leſt 


the bear, or wild boar. of the wood ſhould 4 


ſcatter you: And for this alſo, O ye ſaints 
of God, he hath a right to be remembered 
of you all.: . 

And, laſtly, he was like tha Aden 


ox that dies with his yoke on his neck! 


ſo did he with the yoke of Chriſt on his 
neck; neither would he ſuffer it to be taken 


off; for you are witneſſes that he preached. 
Chriſt to you with the arrows of death 


ſticking in him. And for this alſo, O ye 
ſaints of God, he hath a richt to be remem- 
bered of you all. 


1 turn me now to the weeping, ſorrowful 


iden of our departed brother, with her 
five fatherleſs children. 


As the turtle-dove that loſeth her mate, 


ſo is a loving, virtuous woman that loſeth 
her huſband. Thou, that waſt once bone 


of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh, for whom 


ſuch floods of tears are now ſhed, thou 
ſeemeſt to thyſelf to be left alone, with thy 


ſweet babes, in a wilderneſs- world; but O] 


| _ __ comfort, I have now to tell thee, that 
thou 
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th art not alone, for: God is with ther 
Hie that was thy huſband's God, is the God 
of the widow, and the fatherleſs; and has 
ſaid in his word, © leave thy fatherleſs chil- 

dren, I will preſerve them alive; and let 

thy widows truſt in me, Fer. xlix 11.” 

| Thou haſt often heard thy dear huſband 
1 preach the glory of a life of faith, and now 
the time is come for thee to make trial of the 

truths he recommended ; and (as I truſt) the 
banns of faith and repentance have been 
publiſhed in thy heart, betwixt thee and 

thy heavenly huſband Chriſt \ Jeſus, thou 

haſt a lawful right to ſue to him for a main- 
tenance both for thee and thy fatherleſs 
children; and I doubt not, but in thy ſo 

doing, God will open the hearts of ſome 

of his dear children to deal kindly with the 

living for the ſake of. the dead. Only walk 

thou, before God as a widow indeed ; and 

follow the ſteps of good Anna, who depart- 

ed not from the houſe of God, but ſerved 

him with faſting and prayer night and day ; 

and fo ſhalt thou be bleſſed of the Lord. 

Next, to the weeping babes I turn my 

thoughts, and-ſay, Weep not, ſweet babes; 
Jour father is not dead but fleepeth ; and 
when 
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She he wakes again, ſhall ſhine in beauty 
like the glorious ſun. Think not, my lambs; * 
that you are left alone; for God will ſend 
his angels to protect you. If any thing, at 
any time, ſhould grieve you, then fall upon 
your knees, make known your wants to 
God, and tell him your diſtreſs; and 
he will ſurely help you in your time of need. 
Theſe were the very ſteps your father took; 
who in his troubles always ſought to God: 
God was his helper, God alone his friend. 
But O! the hardeſt taſk is yet to come. 
For where, and how ſhall I begin to com- 
fort this church of Chriſt, with all her 
weeping children ? „ TOs | 

The Lord indeed hath covered thee, O 
daughter of Zion, with a cloud, in taking 
away thy paſtor; but, I hope, it is not in 
anger: nevertheleſs, it behoveth you all, in 
this dark day of mourning, earneſtly to 
implore the God of heaven, with one 
heart, and one ſoul, that he would pleaſe 
to repair this breach: for it is well known 
to many, that a great man is fallen in 
- Trae]. But be not utterly caſt down, for 
there is yet hope; for though death hath 
| ſlain an officer in the armies of 1/ael, 
yet 


7 1, 
yet remember, your i 
the Lord of hoſts, ſtands faſt: death 
hath no power over him, nor ever ſhall to 
all eternity. Therefore, go on in the invin- 
cible might of the Lord Jeſus; for it is but 
a ſhort time, and the laſt' ef ſhall be 


deſtroyed, even death itſelt. 
1 know you have been bleſſed EY ths 


dew of heaven from above, for many days; 


and that you have had for your nouriſhment 
the fineſt of the wheat; and that your drink 
hath been the pure blood of the grape; and 
remember alſo, that your late paſtor hath 
laid ap a ſtock of good things for you, for 


your nouriſhment after his death; and, if 


you look carefully, you ſhall find a goodly 


portion in his repoſitory, which he took 


out of the band of the Amorite, with his 
ſword and with his bow ; that is to ſay, 


his godly experiences; which have coft 


him dear, very dear indeed : for the archers 
ſorely grieved him, and ſhot at him, and 
bated him; but his bow abode in firength, 
and the arms of his hands were made ſtrong, 
by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob. 
But now he hath ſheathed his ſword, and 
A ka nothing more to do with war; having 
: fought 


will gire not to him only, but unto | 
thoſe that ve his 


Lord, . 
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And now, 8 1 commit vou to 
God, and to the word of bis grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to give you an 
A few words more and. hang 
< My dear] 
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y beloved friends If ever. 
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„ , fo an auditory whoſe ections, 
| | ert previouſly moved by the 
EY lemn | ſeene then before them, and when the 
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Thou with us, ſnalt wake from death , P 
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We his power defy by faith. 
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To thy mourning people end: | 
May we all, with faith and patience, 
Wait for our approaching end. 
Keep from courage, vain or vaunted, 
For our change our hearts prepare; 
Give us confidence undaunted, 
Chearful hope, and godly fear. 
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